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DECLARATION 
. | e a0 Or Te. vary given by Captam 82 
ROBERT NORWOOD 


Under his band, (the which was by him publick- 


ly read at a mreting in Ab- church before Mr. Shidrack 
Simpſos tötzerker with many ochers;) 


ines ole te „ April af. 165 1. ä 
Wherein is laid downe bis beliefe concerning God, what he 4, what 

Cbriſt is; and what the Spirit , what the ſoul is; what the body 
and ſpirit of man is; and Fob beliefe concerning the reſurreci i 
en: With certain 2 ert propoſed concerning what tbe Dive Sa- 
tan of Serpent is 7 what Aiticdinfi;ibe 2 or dragon is ? 


| what the true and very Chrift is ? Now brought to publick view 
fer clearing of truth, diſcovering ef error, and bis own vindicati- 
on in reference to mam unjuſt and mirue A ſperſiont caſt upon him. 


Do beleeve one God, or ont infinite eternal being, 
which onely or alone gives a being to all things that 
are, in whom, from whom, — by whom, all 
things do eonſiſt, exſiſt and ſubſiſt, he to be unchange- 
able or immutable, whoſe: eſſence and preſence is e- 
very where, yet comprehended'nv where, he onely having 
life in himſelfe and is the alone life of all things, whether 
. viſible or inviſible; in him! verily beleeve there is not the 
leaſt variation, or ſhadow of change, 'for he Is or I am: 
| That this ſame infinite, eternal ons hath given a thretf. old 
declaration or manifeſtation of himſelſe in One. | 

I do farther beleey,according to the Seriptures, the decla- 
ration, manifeſtation or outgoing of this inſinit, eternal be- 
lieg in or by the word in infinite wiſdome and power in 
| creation, according to that which is written, That by it all 
| things were made, and without it was made nothin that 
was made; which is alſo called Chriſt or the ficſt-borne or 
onely begotten of the Father, or the Anointedor anoining 
of God; in which reſpect, — is ſaid to be the life and light 


PF 


(2) 
of the world,as indeed he is, which I ſtedfaſtly * and 


that this light (as it's written) ſhineth in the. darkne 
though the darkneſſe comprehend ĩt not; and That hew 


in the world,and the world was ny le hum though the 


warld 1 910 d — that b —— though bis 
dk received hi 

to be my onely and + Of K Me A e 
fo much and fo far as L have attained; birh gs . NN rather 
or ĩt, is riſen up or brought farth, | 11660 a te in me, 

far I judge my ſelfe to — 9p heal e gor to have 


attained ſalvation and, ng fa 1555 ever elſe is in 
me I take to be of the fleſh, t 15 or darkneſſe, or ſin 


or hell, antichriſt or of the falle praphes;for that which is 
borne of the fleſh is fleſh, and that which; ; i gone of tbe ſpi- 
rit it ſpirit. That bis Chit, 1 Rk bs Oae;wich 
the Father in the Spiritghalſaftedially. — 15 NE 


I do farther beleeve web eb ar Hol ly.Ghoſt 


as ies called that ie infinite ly and eternally proceeded from 
the Father and the Son, and that he is the immediate — 
and being of all things, and ia the alone tue witneile- 
to the father and the ſon Fobn 5, 6. and neither Father nor 
don, yet both Father and don, not᷑ three but One- Oni 
ſimple, undivided being in themſelves; whence in Sci 
he is called ſometimes the ſpirit of the father or God 
ſometimes the ſpirit of Chxiſtʒ in or hy which ſpisit we 
communion with the Father an the Son: hein, Ne in 
are by it made perfeſt in onel Which allo is moge or 
properly called the, ſpitit loft ctusk; o rather The Apirit 
which is truth: hene ly and alp feing into all ue 
or the all of all truth which is God himſelfe .. 
Concerning that man- B diſtingu Herlere er 
ſoul, body, aud Apis The ſgal yak be le eve to af 
the divine eſſence: for iWedfaigyGod brear hed ingo,, bim the 
breath of liſe and he or it became a living ſoul: far ſo the 
Scripture renders the divine principle; ſometimes he, ſome- 
times it; and indeed, that which is there ſaid to be breathed 
into manʒ I cannot conceie to he leſſe or other then his own 
effence or ſpiritꝭ there being! nothing but himſelſe, to 8⁰ 
forth from and in himfelf unto us: he in his Son by his Spi- 
ric, ſtating himſclfe in us though in weakneſſe, called =. 


M 


where his Image. or Spirit; as where its ſaid, My ſpirit ſhall 


| | (103) 
not alway firive with naue for thiche alſo is fleſh. he's cal- > 63 
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For the ſpirit of man or man's naturall ſpirit, It's that 

if I miſtake not, which is called the Devill, or Satan, or Ser- 
pent, or Anti- Chrift,or falſe prophet, or ſpirit of darkneſſe, 
or death, or finne, or hell, 7ames.3. 14,15. But every mm is 
tempted,when be is drawn away of bis own ſuſt, and enti ſed. Then when 
luſt beth conceived, it bringeib forth fine : and ſinne, when it i fi- 
nifbed bringetb forth death. Hence Chriſt teils the Scribes and 
Phariſees, they are of their faiher, the Pi and bis works they do 
who was a lier or deceiver from the beginning: hence alſo 
ſome are called dogs, ſome foxes, ſome wolves in ſheepes elo 
thing : and Paul is ſaid to fight with beaſts at Epbrſur;S Chriſt 
when tempted by Peter, (although a Diſciple) he calls him 

Satan: Every one or every thing taking irs denomination 

from the property or quality of that ſpirit which hath the 

major or molt —— power and dominign in and over him 

or it. It's ſaid, there are legions of divela: & we lay; there is a 

covetous devil, an unclean devill, an envious deuil, a wrath- 

fal deivl and the like · And ſoic's ſaid, there are many Anti- 


chrifts,no one carrying the whale fountain in him, though 


each one be from one fountain: ſo on the conteary, no one 
hath the whole fountain of life or light in him, (if I may ſo 
ſpeak but every one in meaſure according to the good plea 
ſure of him who filleth all in all things. Hence Paul ſaichthere 
are babes and ſlrong men in Chrift: and fo Jabn calls ſome 
children, ſome fathers, ſome young men: and farthee ſaich 
thus. Little children, let no man deceive you: he that. bath 
righteouſneſſe, is righteous, as he is righteous: he that com- 
mitteth ſin, is of the devil: for the devil ſinneth from the be · 
ginning. For this purpoſe the ſan. of God was made ma. 
nifeit, that he might deſtroy the works of the devil. Who - 
ſoever is borne of God, doth, not commit ſin: for his ſead 
remæineth in him and he cannot fin becauſe, he js, borae of 
God. And hence Paul alſo, Ic not I;buc Chriſt in me. And 
againe, It's not 1; but ſin in me. And the Scripture every 
where comprehends all under theſe two ſtates or termes of 
light and darkneſſe, tkelnatural man, and the ſpiritual man 
children of light or life, and children of death and dark - 
neſſe, according to the rule, power or government each ſpi- 
rit hath in them. Wherefore it's ſaid, Know you not, that to 
rhomſoever you give your ſelves as ſervants to obey, his 
FORT ſervante 
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ſtrvants you are to whom ye obey, whether it be of fin unto 
death, or of obedience unto righ teouſneſſe? Againe it's writ- 
ten you who: were darkneſſe, are now become light; you 
who were dead in treſpaſſes and fins hath he now quickned, 
and tranſlated into the Kingdome of Chriſt: and chat we 
are rifen together with Chrift;and that he is our reſurrecti- 
on & glory: and that he hath raĩſed us up, and made ws fit to- 


gether in the heavenly places or things in Chriſt. And in the 


ſame 2. to the Ephe. This ſpirit in man is called the ſpirit 
or Prince that rule ch in the aire, which indeed is an airy, 
lying notion ſwimming in the head or braine of man, ha- 
ving no foundation or roote in God who is truth, but is al- 
way atenmity with it. We are alſo ſaid to be dead whilft 
we live. From all which I conce ive, the chief, if not the one · 
ly reſurreQion pointed unto and intended in Scripture, is 
our riſinę up out of that death and darkneſſe, or hell we 
were held in or kept under by: or rather Chriſt who is our 
light, our life, our all in all, ariſing in his owne life, light, 
ower and glory in us. Wherefore it's ſaid, The kingdome of 
ven is within you:& when they ſay, lo here, Jo theregbelcev 

it not. But Ie not, neither think this will be in its 
height and full perfection till the ſeparation by that we 


call death, it be accompliſhed and compleated, not whilft 


in theſe earthly tabernacles, not until we have laid off all 
our earthly garments, and be clothed upon of him who is 
ind-ed our true clothing; which made Paul ſo grone' with 
deſire thereof: indeed the Saints are unclothing dayly and 
marvelous unclothings and clothings are at hand. 
For the body which is indeed bea ſtial, of the ſame nature 
and ſubſtance with the beafts,I conceive and beleeve; it alſo 
ſhall have ics reſurrection in its kinde, together with other 
of the like kinde, according to that in the firſt of the Co- 
rinthes 15. For to (peak properly, nothing dies, that is, an- 
nihilated as many do imagine; hut is changed from glory 
to glory: but for the ſoul to be reunited again to this 
earthby beaſtial body of fleſh blood, and bones after ſepira- 
tion, and to live together in ſome one or more place or 
places, ſome to enjoy eternall happineſſe or ſalva tion, and 
other ſome eternal miſery and damnation; I find no foun- 
dation in ſcripture firme enough to build any ſound belief 
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(6) 
upon: for Chriſt; ſaich ,In the reſurrecion there is no marry 
ing nor giving in marriage, but that they are as the Angels in 
heaven. Then no eating, nor drinting, except of that ſpixĩtual 
rock ot Manna. Then ſut᷑e no fleſh, blood on bones. An; as ſure 
it is, that in no proper or trac ſence whatſoever can fleſi und 
blood inherit the kingdome of heaven: for it luftech or is 
at enmĩty againſt the ſpirit: where fore I ſay, this doctrine 
deſerves not onlyto be exploded the ſchoolaʒ but exaommu- 
nicated all Churches. For he who maketh or wonketh a ly, 
ſhall be ſhut out of the new Jeruſalemzas alſo heiwho:would 
fit in the temple of Chriſt, as if he were Chriſt, as it he wert 
the true Anointed or Anointing, who will have others to 
beleeve as he beleeves , for no other reaſon, but becauſe he 
belceves ſo; forgetting that Chriſt, as he is the life, ſo he is 
the light of every one that comes into the world that none 
can come to the Father but by theSon: nor none unto the Son 
but by the Spirit, which 3. are one in the union. 
For farther manifeſtation and clearing of the truth, Ide 
fire in all humbleneſſe of minde ani mer kneſſe of ſpirit, an 
reference to my own and othersiſatiafactinn, ind ſober & or- 
derly way, an anſwer to theſe following quer- s 5 
1. What that Devil or Serpent was, that is ſaid to deceive 
Eve ; his, or its nature and propetcy what it is? [745 
2+ Whether properly and trulyithere-can berifaid to have 
beene, or is, any more then one devil, ſerpent, Satan or 
deceiver; though he or ic manifeſt it ſelſedeveral wayes, and 
after divers manner? ho br? : 2 9d. 1 
3. What the true and very Anti- Chriſt, or falfſe prophet 
is; their nature, property or quality what it is? 
4. Where the true and proper ſeate, refidence, power or 
dominion of the devil, Satan, derpent, deceiver, ob 
Dragon is, or this fal fe Chriſt, or falſe prophet is:? 
5. Whereby, or wherewith they are {aid to deceive , or 
wherein the power or ſtrength of their, or it's temptation 
or deceit lyes? TTT E 1 vols 77 
1. What the true and very Chriſt is, «who is (aid in Scri- 
pture io be the onely and alone light and life of the world: 
2. Ho, and in what ſence he is properly, and truly ſaid 
to deliver us from ſin, death, and hell? 
3. The true, reall and very ground, cauſe and end of his 
_ dab abdefcluion, reſurrection . and aſcenſi- 


| \Uy) buy: 

ob; . 88 alſo his incarnation and interceſſion what 'they ſig- 

fie or: hold forth to ue, and how or in what manner or 
ſenee, we are to look upon them, and what uſe we are to 
make of them, ſince the ſcriptures both old and new are ve- 
ry myſterious, as where Chriſt ſaith, Except ye eat my fleſh, 

drinkmy blood, you have no life in yon: and that he was 
thatrack chat followed them, andehat Manns that came 
Gon e Paul ſaith, althongh he had known 
Chriſt after the fleſh (which could not be meant of a cor- 
poxal ktawledge) yet henceforth would he know him ſo 
ng more: and he tarthes ſaich That Chriſt ts the ſame yeller= 

— lags; kar pena, oh 

An anſwer whereunto I deſire on this day ſen hit, here 
in this place before all the people in writing, or elſe (ome o- 
ther may in love, peace and quietneſſe, have liberty to give 
anſwer charennt |.) | 1 WT 5 

And Ido farcher declare, what ever man or men, re- 
port, actule, or charge me with blaſpherny, or any error 
or errors maintained, countenanced orencouraged by ii or 
any other thing or matter contrary to or againſt the Jaws of 
this Nation, or prejudicial to this State orCommon-weaſth, 
and do not duly prove the ſame againſt me, is in the fig 
of God and man a flanderer,hack-biterand murderer: ang. ĩ 
caſe any the ſaid crime,or crimes be proved againſt me, I {hall 
deſire no favour; but ſhall willingly and readily give up my 
ſelfe, to undergo and ſuffer what penalty or penalties {qe - 
ever by law, is tobe inflicted in ſuch cafes without thi Leaſt 
partialiry; - : 4. OSR. 

To which Queres I could not brain froth Mr. Simpſon ny. 
anſwer, not ſo much as whether he would, or could anſwer 
them or no whether he did leſs then bely or blaſpheme God 
befere all the people, Iwill not, let them preſznt judge. And if 
I prove not hime the Ciergy of Elen rally, who cry 
out of others for hereſie & blaſphemꝝ, the greateſt deceivers, 
or falſifiers of the truth, and Blaſphe mers as themſelves call 
it) in the Nation, let me dy the death. 

This ſpeake not to caft reproach , diſgrace or obloquie, 
upon any ingenuous, ſober, quiet, peaceable-minded man 
or menz but to ſtep the career of that ſpirit, which drives 
more ſuriouſly to the in gaging the people more in blood, 

then 


| (0) 
then the Biſhops did, were their power and other advanta - 
ges anſwerable. Let therefore the moderation of your ſpi- 
rits appeare, and judge not leaſt you be judged: for aſſured- 
ly you are guilty of as great, if not greater crimes then o- 
ther men. | . 

But ſtand till and be quiet in your ſelves, that you may 
ſee the great ſallvation#the Lord is about to bring forth. 

Be truly noble, ſearch as the Bereans did a n whe- 
ther the things be ſo or no. 

It were much to be deſired, that the Clergy might once 
more be injoyned to aſſemble together, to give an account 
to the people (of whom and from whomthey have received 
and.taken fo much of the ſweat of their browes)what that 
true very God and Chriſt is that they have ſo long talked of 
to the people. It mayjuſtly be ſuſpected from their preachings 
and practiſes, that they have need of a Paul to ſhew them 
what that God and Chriſt is, whom they ignorant ly wor- 
— * the blind leading of the blinde doth fall into the 

itch. | f | 

To them all I propoſe theſe quere's, hoping it will not be 
long before they ſhall receive anſwer under a known hand, 
they being concerning ſuch points in which they are Uaily 
converſant; if not, they muſt give the people leave to ſay, 
there is little reaſon to continue the wages or ſtipends of 
2 ſtewards, who can give no account of their ſteward- 

ip. | 

Or to beleeve them the true Embaſſadours of God and 
Chrift when as they cannot tell us what their Lord and 
matter ĩs. Let them then forbear any more to binde the peo- 
ple to their faith and beleefe, ſince themſelves cannot give an 
account or reaſon of their own faith and hope that is in 
them. Tell us alſo, O ye ſleepers, where and what your Hel 
and Heaven is, £ 14K 51450 7 tr cn, 


ROBERT NoRwooD. 
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